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The Freeman House
Gl South Valley Road
West Orange, Essex Counbty, Hew Jersey

n

Owners: (and occupants) Mr, and Mrs. Donald Craig
Date of Erection: About 1820
Architect: Unknown

Builders: Lines Ireeman (L763-1830) and Cyrus
Freeman {(d. 1839)

Pregsent Condliion: Good

Number of Stories: Two and one-halfi, garrot and
cellar

Materials of Construction:

Foundation - stone masonry (coursed ashlar
hrovmstone avove grade%

xtericr wails -~ btimber frame, clapboarded

Interio: walls =~ lath and plaster on studding

Ch;ﬂncys - briclk, 2ullt into inside cf gable
end walls

foof = gable (The bracketted raking cornlce
at gable ends and the gable over center
of froat are not original)}, Slate roof-
ing laid over older wood shingles.

.

Eilstorical Deta:

The identilfication of thxis house by discovery
of' the name of its criginal and suecessive owners is
found possible by examination of the structure and by
searches 1n the County records, reportod as follows:
Sarmue 19 Freemon, the original oungr of this
farm, was born in Newark Township in 1696(8) and died

(a) Samuel® Piroeman, 1696-1782, son of Semucl® Freoman
and his wife Elizaveth who d, 13 Nov, 1732 sze. 70 (D ),
grandson of Stephen Preemen ol Hilfcerd, Comne 1640 ¢

. of Mewark, N,J. 1066 where he d. 1675, 3ece Henry

. Whittemore, The tounders and bLullders of the Oranges,
1896, pp. 67-68,
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21 Optgber 1762 aged 66 vears(P), Tn 1728, it is
saidl®alt, that this Samuel Ireeman purchased fronm
Joslalh Oglden 40 acres described as beglnning at
John Freenan's south corner trec stonding by Rahvway
iiver, thence to Lidington's Zroolk and uwr the said
broovk to the head thereof, thence to the hountain,
thienice slong the mountain to the line warked out
betwvesn Joseph Fedden and the ssid land, thence
southeast to Aahway River and Thence down the said
river to the place of beginning, the considerstion
money Leling 69 Pounds.

Samuel Freeman abovenamed (or his father
of same name) was one of the grantees named in the
deed of 171¢ conveylng 20 acres of the Nountain
Soclety (Congregationsl, now First Presbyterian
Church of OUrange) for a wparvsonage form, He was
elected Deacon of the church in 1748, served in that
office until his death, snd 23 such he with others
mede the contract with Moses ﬁald?i? in 1754 to
erect the vuilding for the churchi®/,

Tn bls will{C€) dated 18 Iarch 1775, Samuel
Freeman Scnras, avovesaid, devised to hig son Samuel
Preemen the tract on which the latter then lived
and %0 acres of the mountain lot bought of Jonathan
Crane "at the west end of my sallt meadow at Cyster

(b) Inscriptions from gravestones in Presbyterian
purial Ground, cor, Main 3t, and Scotlond (e, iIn
the oresent clty of Urange. (Ve II, Shav,
of Essex znd Iudson Counties, publ, 1084, pp. 262

(¢) This will does not appgear in the probate records
of the Surrogate nor in those now deposited with the
Sectly. of State, The abstrect alove 1s taken Ifrom a
copy of the will, which copy wvas made by i, 3, Smith,
v ttyes late of Crange, now dec'd. ook A, pe 384 of
the Urphans! Court recoxds contain this reforence to
the Tallure of Abel sroeman the executor to oifer the
will for probates- (quote) 11 July 1803, Joseph

Tompkins vs. Cyrus Frecman and Joseph Harrlson execrs,

NI
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of Abel Frosman dec'd, wio was execr. of Jamuel Freenan,

Gec'ds on cltation to prove the will of the said Samuel

Freemany dec'td,, returned cited as to Cyrvse Freeman,
who sccordingly produced the will,
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Crecek; to his son Thomas Freeman Tthe troct on
which the son. then lived and 20 acres on the
mountain in ¢is Crane lot between those assigned
to sons Wllpt v and Abel, and one-third of his
imoadow on Morresses Zrook, "having concidered
the sercomstances of your lfaras, T so thoat Tit
to divide it, and of the mountain lot and good
meascow divide it equal among 500 Allesesssasess

I zive unbo my son Abel Freeman in land ny home-
stead where we live and 25 acres on the mountain
in the Crene lot next to your brother Samicl,
enc & thlrd part of my (mpadoz by) Morreszes
Creek (illegible) Timothy", and appcinted Abel as
his exeoutor. To his daug htor lartha Smith he
devised one-half Ils houaehold goods and to hils
grandehildren, HNatthias, Phebos Lartha, Saruel,
Lligabeth, Timothy, Phebe, Abel, Rhoda, Bunice,
Tlhiomas, lannsh and Marbha the other hall thereof,
and concluded the testament with these words -~ -
"I desire you my dear calldren to (do) all in love
and poace that so the God of all peace may bless

®
Ab914 Freeman, named as a son and as

cevisee of the homestead "whiere we live!, iIn the

will of Soruel Frooman above clted, waos ?g? Wn
1725 and dled 30 April 180Z agsd Y8 years
Bis will dated 26 Fe “fudry 1785 and proved in 1805,
Lo devised to hils wife (not by nqmo) a third part
of 211 his real and personal cstate during her widow-
hoced, and 7 pounds ticreof to his daughter Lydia,.
Cne other tiird of his movable estate hie devised fo
e sons Jyrus and Tunus equally, snd lthe rensining

Lird tlerecod and one-guearter of | is lands divided
betwecen his doughtiers “doda, danice and Lydia, and
tiig thiree otiwcr quarters of ls lands ﬂlVldod cqually
betveon the twe sons. The exccutors anpolnted uere
»ig wife 18 son Tyrus and Joseph iariison. These two
sens ¢vidently crocted a new home, the one wre surveyed,
ahout 1020, The existence of the carliecr horestoed
devised to thelr father In 1775 as chovesald has not
been investlgated by thle survoy.

O -
LinusY Frooman, a son aand devisce of Abel
Freciian as abovesald, died 13 Cctober 1830, aged €7
vears(b) cvidently without issue., 3By his will dated
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4 July 1230 (proved 25 Uctober following) he
devised legscies to vhie children of his deccased
slster ihodn Inrrison and teo his sisters Bunice,
Piecwrson and Lydia Freeman., To his bLrothwer Cyrus
Freeman he davi ] palmee of his estate both
real and ner

sorial, snd appointed hla co-executor
with Hathan Squier,

Having previously, by quitelalm deed of
7 July 1803 from his sisters added thelr one<guarter
interest in the homestesad to hils thiee~sighths as
deviscd respectively to thiem by theilr father's will
cited above, Cyrus Freeman thus came into full
pOSpO“b“Dn ag devisee of his brother Linus Eresman'ts
remsining three~eighths share.

131 daoted 28
sed ourt of

U.l‘y 153
y.:uOO

v
certain lands To nLils son Rufus, ne Lo e

to his brother Jothawm, and € acres on Sectland lload
to itls &r“nﬂc‘ilﬂrJn, Cyrus s Yard ond Goorge S
Tard (ehlldren of Tebtimel and Hhoda'ﬁﬂ¢d); to hila
cau&uter Ldis *fenﬁan 12 serces on ecclh glde of %the
Torric and Lesex hailvoad and "also durlng er

natural 1ife the use of the northeacst front room

ang o joining bedroom on Lhe llrst floor oi the
dwelling house whore I now live". To bils sen Gershom
he Goeviged 10 acres purchaged from Tiwobhy Freeman,
27 acres cn the mountaln and oll povsonsl properly,
To Ils daugter Martha, wile of Zthan M. Zalduin, he
devised € acres, ond to hilg grandchildren Gwaré and
Cecrge C, Freeman bthe nomesbtend znd oll the veslidue
of The csitate; reserving to thelr father Gershom
Frcem&n the vge thercol ﬂaring nis lifetire, Tho
execubors noamned were Lhe gol on Geurshwn Freeman
and son-in- 1 v Tothuel Ward,

w3 “d=d7 Frecman aouovenamed devisece, helng
likewise of Crange Townshiph at the dote of ¥is will
26 Loverber 1881 (proved 4 Jaznuary 1382) devised to

#ntll 1722, this part of Hewarlk Twrp. was Imown as
the Mountaln Society setblements, and in 1806 it
3a
we

ri

s act of'f co Orange Tup. In 1862 Voot Crange TuD.
v created firom parts of Uroenge, Colivrell and
ivingsteon,

2.
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ther George Ce Frceman YALL right,

1 1a.m o Ubat unﬂiV¢dea real estate left

Ly e will of our grandfather Cyrus Freeman

jeelt to the life vight of ny fwtbc; Gerabon

eemen end known as the Homesiead” 3 2lso g1l

yergonal property including the business of Freenman

and Mughes, "for the purpose of restoring the

wroperty left us by our ;P&Hﬁf&tub? in the branch

of the Tamily ne intended., Geoorge’ €., Precman who

Phus came into full posscsaglon of the ancestral

farm, openced it for real estate development, Iy a

deed of 10 Jdanuary 1010, he conveyed in trust to

Cyrus G. Freewman snd Mermon e Frecman, all the parties
pvelng desceribed as of VWest Oroange Township, five tracts
of lend, the second of wiiich eontalned the house itule,
being a lot on the northwest side of South Valley lHood
between Oranbo Helghts Avermue and YWaller Road, extende
ing back some ﬂOO feet to a rear frontage of some 670
feet on Uxl'ord Terrace,

-t
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On Septenber lst, 1021, the two trustees
abvevenamed, George C. Freﬁugn belng deceased, deeded
toc Donald Craig and wife, of Esct Crange, 2 lob 125
feet wide and 235 feel deed, in the northeast corner
of the larger trzct lost Ccscr119d above, snd on wiich
1ot stends the ancestral homestead here consldered,

lre and Krs, Cralg remaoin as ovners and occcupants ot

the date of our survey of Lge house in 4April 1640,

Sinliographys

Report on searching of title in Land
and Probete rocords oi Essex Counby
by Thomes Jo Nliley, abstractor, 190
June 1040
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